MCQ WORKSHOP Readiness Assurance Test

1. Some people state “MCQs can only test lower level cognitive abilities”. 

Which of the following answers is most accurate?

a. This statement is correct, since it is impossible to construct MCQ’s to test higher cognitive levels 

b. This statement is correct, since it is only possible to construct MCQ’s to test the lowest cognitive levels 

c. The statement is incorrect, since it is very easy to construct MCQ’s to test higher cognitive levels

d. The statement is incorrect, since it is possible (but difficult), to construct MCQ’s to test higher cognitive levels

2. The words and especially the verbs that are use in questions stem have what effect?


a. Controls item difficulty

b. Affect the cognitive level of the question

c. Often incorporates verbs from “Bloom’s” taxonomy

d. ALL of the above


3. From an instructor’s perspective, what is the primary disadvantage of using MCQs to assess learning?
a. They lack validity and reliability 
b. They are difficult to construct
c. They favor students who are “test-wise”

d. They cannot assess problem-solving

4. What is the first step in constructing a good multiple-choice question?

a. Identifying important, test-worthy knowledge

b. Write distractor statements that require careful discrimination by students
c. Identify common misconceptions to be used as question distractors

d. Crafting a question stem that is a stand-alone question that can be answered without examining the distractors



5. The Discrimination Index (values -1 to +1) indicates the correlation between students’ success on the particular question and overall success on the test. Which of the following statement accurately captures the value of reviewing the discrimination index of a particular question?

a. helps you determine if the question is appropriately difficult

b. helps you determine if the question wording is unfairly adding to test difficulty.

c. helps you determine if the particular question is discriminating between students that prepared well and students who did not prepare well.

d. helps you determine if the test is discriminating between students that prepared well and students who did not prepare well. 


